Gordon and Westruther Community Council Minutes of Meeting

	Date: 25th February 2025 at 7.00pm
	Venue: Westruther Village Hall

	Present:, Gail Wishart  (Chairman), Bruce Brown (Secretary), Grace Donaldson (Treasurer), Ross Jones,  John Purves, Douglas Tweedie, John Tyson, Jane Henderson, Douglas Tweedie

	Apologies:  

	In Attendance:  Councillor Moffat, Councillor Greenwell, Eric Ravaglia



Chairman GW convened the monthly meeting, welcomed and thanked all for their attendance. 

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
The minutes of the meeting of 28th January had been read by all; approved by GD and seconded by JH.
GORDON ISSUES
Positioning of Speed Indicator Signs
Signs are now in position and fully commissioned.
Gordon Church Sustainability
BB updated that with the imminent linkage of Earlston, Legerwood, Gordon and Greenlaw the charge of minister would be advertised. Calling a new minister was highly dependant on the construction of the new manse, yet to be started.
Recent email from presbetery re linkage update. On one hand, it acknowlkedges the robust financial state of St Michaels whilst also requesting the Kirk Board assess the suitablility of Gordon village hall for conducting worship. Perhaps incentive for CofS to close St Michaels and sequester all funds?  Remedial electrical works (c£5,800) had been completed to achieve EICR certification.
Village Hall Main hall now fully available as ceiling has been repaired.
Garages in Glege Park
BHA advised garages would be inspected and repaired to make them wind and watertight
Gordon Sports Field
Meeting was in progress in Gordon to assess the tenders received and recommend contract award.
WESTRUTHER ISSUES
Berwickshire Housing Association Demolition of Edgar Road Houses
JP reported that he and BHA had reached an agreement and BHA application for demolition of his house(26/00116/HON) had been approved. 
BHA drop-in session had been held in Westruther on Wednesday to discuss the demolition project which would take around 8 weeks to complete. It had been intimated that the area would be cleared and grass sown until the site is eventually redeveloped. The playpark will be out of use during demolition works. There was a plan in place for removing any asbestos.
Discussion ensued surrounding BHA’s lack of involving the wider Westruther Community, not just residents of Edgar Road.   The CC felt that the site would eventually most likely be sold to another HA for development by which time the primary school would likely be closed.

Old Church  A proposal from Berwickshire Civic Society was further discussed as to whether doing some renovation work to make it safe and accessible to the general public. Village hall committee would take custodianship. The ruined structure would then be accessible.
Community Council do not have the resources to undertake responsibility.

Renewable (Wind, Solar, BESS) Developments
BB reported a round table meeting had taken place in Holyrood yesterday between Highland and Border CC’s. No minutes had been issued.  A late email from Eddleston CC had been received supporting all renewable developments!!
Lees Hill public enquiry had finished; reporter would make decision in April/May.
Ditcher Law had been consented as SBC had not objected in time. Councillor Moffat opined that SBC needed further planning officer a renewable application workload was excessive.
The outlook for Lauderdale and multiple renewable developments connecting into Gala North substation looked bleak.  Current farming industry conditions left farmers with no option but to commit to renewable developments on their land.
It was felt no further applications should be considered until grid connections were in place or scheduled to dovetail into completion of the developments. No more constraint payments for non-generation.
PUBLIC CONSULTATIONS The Draft “Culture, Arts and Heritage Strategy for the Scottish Borders” had been reviewed by some members as requested by Naomi Sweeney. It was generally found to be exhaustive, boring and poorly authored. Secretary had responded officially to NS. In essence, it was regarded as a complete waste of public money. It did not even define what our culture is.
The Scottish Water consultation Safeguarding Scotland’s Water had been completed and responded to.
Councillor Greenwell stated that SBC had no means to kick back at the SG requests to develop strategies, studies, reviews demanded by Government. This amounted to waste of Council Tax reproducing worthless documentation. 
Tree Planting Grant   GW reported it was not suitable for CC’s as it required layout of funds for planting before reclaiming it back on completion. It was felt sacrificing good farmland for further tree planting was not viable due to food security. Grants to be published vis the Gowk.

PLANNING
Extension to dwellinghouse The Old Steading Whiteburn Farm Lauder Scottish Borders TD2 6SQ
Change of use and alterations to form dwellinghouse from garage Land North East Of Beechwood Pyatshaw Lauder Scottish Borders
No comments or objections were recorded.
Police Reports 
Nothing of note for our area other than a minor disturbance between two females in Gordon. 
Any queries/information may be addressed to midberwickshireCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk.
Councillors Reports
DM reported on Quality Meat event he had attended at Wedderlie Farm hosted by the Tilsons.

AOCB
CC and Windfarms was discussed further as to the discrepancy in views for / against such schemes.  How public funding is distributed from developers but caution noted towards central distribution which would inevitably 
BB reminded the meeting that it is the foreign developers and foreign manufacturers who benefit from taxpayers money; not governments, consumers.

Councillor Greenwell reported that the SBC Armed Services Covenant had been updated for the benefit of reservists. SBC aiming for Gold Award for such would recognise Month of the Military Child to aid in their education.

World Cup Pub Licensing: Pubs will be allowed to open whenever if they contact Licensing Officer, Mike Wynn.

JH reported more potholes and the SBC portal reporting system was often inoperative. The Whatthreewords link did not work. DT stated repairs were poorly executed and failed prematurely. More wholesale resurfacing was required rather than patchwork repairs.

JT and JH reported some street-lighting in Gordon was on 24/7 and time-switching required resetting to save public resources.

Public Litter Picks need to be executed NOW before grass verges grow up.

Date of Next Meeting: Next meeting will be Wed 25th March in Gordon VILLAGE HALL. (NOTE: All CC meetings are held on the last Wednesday of each month).

gordonwestruthercc@gmail.com
