Gordon and Westruther Community Council Minutes of Meeting

	Date: 25th March 2025 at 7.00pm
	Venue: Gordon Village Hall

	Present:, Gail Wishart  (Chairman), Bruce Brown (Secretary), Grace Donaldson (Treasurer), Ross Jones, Douglas Tweedie, John Tyson, Jane Henderson, Douglas Tweedie

	Apologies:  John Purves

	In Attendance:  Councillor Moffat, Councillor Greenwell, Sharron Dutch



Chairman GW convened the monthly meeting, welcomed and thanked all for their attendance. 

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
The minutes of the meeting of 25th Febuary had been read by all; approved by GD and seconded by JH.
GORDON ISSUES
Positioning of Speed Indicator Signs
Signs are now in position and fully commissioned. Initial observations indicated there had been limited overall reduction in speeding. JG stated it was now a police issue and recommended alerting Community Policing Team.
Gordon Church Sustainability
BB updated the meeting that Gordon Church had been promoted to “A” status ie. Not considered subject to closure within the next 5 years. The 2025 Quinquenial Property Inspection Report had been received, which indicated remedial works required. A nomination committee had been assembled to hopefully recruit a new minister for the Earlston, Gordon, Greenlaw, Legerwood charge. However, it was felt this may be a protracted process given there was no available manse for minister and family. Earlston have now had planning permission granted to construct anew £600K manse to Church of Scotland specifications.  Completion in 12-18 months.
Village Hall Main hall now fully available as ceiling has been repaired.
Christmas Lights  RJ raised issue to add extra festive lighting. Permission is required from SBC for hanging same mains powered lights from lamposts and connection thereof.
Glebe Park Lighting  On 24/7/365 permanently – waste of public resources. JG reported it if a timer issue it is responsibility of SBC; if power loss then Scottish Power.
Air Accident in Gordon Moss in 2025  BB raised issue of accident last year and was there a FAI report? RJ stated that the report had jus been issued last week. Available on https://www.gov.uk/aaib-reports/aaib-investigation-to-bristell-ng5-speed-wing-g-stel
WESTRUTHER ISSUES
Berwickshire Housing Association Demolition of Edgar Road Houses
It was reported JP had now left his house and demolition starting at No.1 was due to commence in a few weeks. BHA had yet to award the demolition contract. The playpark will be out of use during demolition works but SBC were responsible for closure of same.
GD had already spoken to JG regarding further potholes to repair.  BB reported issues with SBC web portal reporting potholes and other issues.

Renewable (Wind, Solar, BESS) Developments
Dunside Windfarm has been consented. There are issues surrounding Westruther and haulage of long loads through Westruther all to be addressed before construction and installation.
BB reported a round table meeting had taken place in Holyrood yesterday between Highland and Border CC’s. No minutes had been issued.  A late email from Eddleston CC had been received supporting all renewable developments!!
BB reported correspondence received from Lauderdale Preservation Group regarding public consultation now closed.
It was felt no further applications should be considered until grid connections were in place or scheduled to dovetail into completion of the developments. No more constraint payments for non-generation.
Tree Planting Grant   GW reported current round of Tree Planting Grant Applications now closed. There will be other opportunities for other schemes so watch this space.

PLANNING

Alterations to stables to form 3 no self catering apartments, formation of office from dog kennels
Spottiswoode House TD3 6NQ  Ref. No: 26/00393/LBC 
There were no comments arising, other than the profitability of holiday letting given onerous rising rates, tax and  regulation, which has seen several local properties withdrawn from this market.
Alterations and change of use of stables to form 3 no self catering apartments, formation of office from dog kennels and installation of free standing ASHP  Spottiswoode House TD3 6NQ  Ref. No: 26/00392/FUL 
Vehicle access application to drop kerbs 40 Glebe Park Gordon TD3 6LP Ref. No: 26/00283/VAA.  Residents of Glebe Park have raised their frustration at the lack of public parking in and around Glebe Park.  In such a corner site, installation of this access may be somewhat counterproductive and remove more parking spaces than it creates. It was felt the decision rests with the Roads Department but the loss of any more than one (1) parking space should be closely considered.
GWCC have in the past requested SBC increase available parking in the area but they have not addressed nor formally responded.
Erection of free range poultry unit to accommodate 32,000 hens, formation of new access road and associated works  Land East Of Greenknowe Farm Cottages Gordon. This was discussed and concerns raised about the site access on a particularly fast and undulating road; it traverses a right of way path; also the visual impact of such a development on the extensive southerly view when approaching from the north and possibility of hens getting onto the road due to defective fencing.
Erection of dwellinghouse  Land South East Of Oaklands 7 Houndslow Road Westruther. GWCC had written in support of this application back in Aug 2021. Letter would be re-submitted in support to planning officer.

Police Reports 
Nothing of note for our area. 
Any queries/information may be addressed to midberwickshireCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk.

Councillors Reports
NTR

AOCB
GW reported the Gordon litter pick (initiated by Alex Watson had been completed (33 bags) and the bags uplifted by SBC. Grateful thanks to all who had given their time to complete this. (Liz Lothian, Andrew Watson, Jane Henderson and others)
Cemetery Gates  JH reported poor state of cemetery gates. JG agreed to have Council attend and renovate in new financial year.

Date of Next Meeting: Next meeting will be Wed 29th April in Westruther VILLAGE HALL. (NOTE: All CC meetings are held on the last Wednesday of each month).

gordonwestruthercc@gmail.com
