Gordon and Westruther Community Council Minutes of Meeting

	Date: 29th April 2025 at 7.00pm
	Venue: Westruther Village Hall

	Present:, Gail Wishart  (Chairman), Bruce Brown (Secretary), Grace Donaldson (Treasurer), Ross Jones, Jane Henderson, John Purves

	Apologies:  Douglas Tweedie, John Tyson, Councillor Greenwell

	In Attendance:  Councillor Moffat, Erik Ravaglia, Frances Renton



Chairman GW convened the monthly meeting, welcomed and thanked all for their attendance. 

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
The minutes of the meeting of 29th March had been read by all; approved by GD and seconded by RJ.

Jim Clark Rally 2026
Frances Renton attended the meeting to brief GWCC on this year’s route, which does not come through Westruther. FR issued maps of the stages; to be posted on GWCC notice boards. Disappointment was voiced that the route did not take in Westruther so no local financial benefit from revenue from organisers, parking and catering.

GORDON ISSUES

Gordon Church Sustainability
BB updated the meeting that although Gordon Church had been promoted to “A” status Church of Scotland had intimated that a further review would be made in two years time. The 2025 Quinquenial Property Inspection Report had been received, which indicated remedial works required. BB to meet with contractors regarding scopes of work arising from report. BB remarked on the number of disused Borders churches up for sale on the Church of Scotland Website which were wholly unsuitable for change of use. Their marketing typically cited “……could be used, without the necessity of obtaining change of use consent, as a Creche, day nursery, day centre, educational establishment, museum or public library. It also has potential for a variety of other uses, such as retail, commercial or community uses, subject to obtaining the appropriate consents” but few, if any could be used for such due to inordinate expense to install adequate heating, insulation and sanitation.
Glebe Park Lighting  JH reported that SBC maintenance had attended to the issue.
Gordon Sports Field Group  Project planning was still in progress and discussions with potential contractors.
Civic Week  (5-11th June)The gala queen and flag bearer had both been selected 

WESTRUTHER ISSUES
Berwickshire Housing Association Demolition of Edgar Road Houses
Concerns were raised that the playpark had been taken out of use by SBC yet demolition works had still not commenced. This has been raised with BHA; a timeline had been given but 4 week duration was not realistic. Fencing had been erected around the site.
There is no available documentation (method statement/plan) on SBC warrant site regarding how the demolition will be effected nor any associated risk assessments re public safety, vehicle movements. BHA to be contacted.

Renewable (Wind, Solar, BESS) Developments
No further applications were noted. There had been a further South of Scotland Community Council Convention follow up events on Saturday 18th April in Lauder and 25th April in Moffat. No minutes had yet been issued.  Possible community benefits from renewables was discussed (in particular Duns Law - £700K spread over 7 years).

Scottish Borders Council Accountability
The efficiency of SBC services was discussed at length; the lack of available contacts due to so many staff working at home. Contact was relegated to contact sites in libraries. The new council tax payment system has been down and public unable to pay tax. It was pointed out that SBC work for us and how much tax is being wasted on “non-jobs” and pointless consultations; totally unaccountable. Planning are waiving through replacement of telecoms masts with 5G towers, from which there can be dangerous radiation, hazardous to health for more close surveillance and control of the general public as mandated by UK government.

Tree Planting Grant   GW reported current round of Tree Planting Grant Applications now closed. There will be other opportunities for other schemes so watch this space.

PLANNING
No planning applications had been submitted this past month.

Police Reports 
Continuing quad bike thefts.
Any queries/information may be addressed to midberwickshireCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk.

Councillors Reports
Councillor Moffat intimated more site visits in the offing for renewable projects and he had received a medal of honour for facilitating Coldstream twinning with Bennecourt.

AOCB
ER reported Westruther play park in very poor condition. Park is currently closed and seven children having to play in the street. Councillor Moffat suggested CC write to Carol Cook (Carol.Cooke@scotborders.gov.uk)  to try and secure some of the £80k+ left over in the budget. Supporting letters from parents re play park would be welcomed. External fundraising was considered but play parks are a SBC responsibility and should remain so. Recent Greenlaw play park refurbishment was discussed and the costs requested from Councillor Moffat for comparison / value for money given the relative anticipated cost of Gordon MUGA. 

Date of Next Meeting: Next meeting will be Wed 27th May in Gordon VILLAGE HALL. (NOTE: All CC meetings are held on the last Wednesday of each month).

gordonwestruthercc@gmail.com
