Gordon and Westruther Community Council Minutes of Meeting

	Date: 27th May 2025 at 7.00pm
	Venue: Gordon Village Hall

	Present:, Gail Wishart  (Chairman), Grace Donaldson (Treasurer), Ross Jones, Jane Henderson, John Purves, Douglas Tweedie.

	Apologies:  Bruce Brown, John Tyson. 

	In Attendance:  Councillor Moffat, Erik Ravaglia, Councillor Greenwell



Chairman GW convened the monthly meeting, welcomed and thanked all for their attendance. 

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
The minutes of the meeting of 29th April had been read by all; approved by GD and seconded by RJ.

Jim Clark Rally 2026
Successful event but little “trade” to/through Westruther. 

GORDON ISSUES

Gordon Church Sustainability
Surveys on leaded and stained glass windows in progress. Full scope of work and estimates yet to be submitted.  Note from Presbytery Fabric Convenor re the need for adequate lightning protection. To be addressed.
This Sunday we have a communion service at 10 am with Rev Andy Haddow.
The following week, Sunday 7th June, Rev Derek Brown will be joining us to meet the Gordon Gala Queen and Flag Bearer and their attendants.   The service at 10 am will be followed by a 'wee picnic', to which you are all invited. 
Gordon Sports Field Group  Sportex have started work on site and surface being prepared. Fencing and ducting materials all on site. Good progress.Meeting on Thursday 28th May scheduled.
Civic Week  (5-11th June)  No updates

WESTRUTHER ISSUES
Berwickshire Housing Association Demolition of Edgar Road Houses
GW outlined the extensive email correspondence between GWCC and BHA regarding details of demolition project. Complete dearth of documentation made available to us and community (Risk Assessments, Traffic Plans, Method Statements, Asbestos testing and certification/competence of removal contractors. JP explained concerns regarding the Risk Assessments with respect to Health and Safety at Work Act 1974. Little regard to safety of general public by BHA or Burnfield. Burnfield documentation cut/paste from previous project.  No timetable for works and ensuing disruption has been issued. Environmental Protection Officer should be contacted regarding safety and pollution issues.
Still issues regarding fence around play park and responsibility for repair (SBC/BHA).
Further concerns were raised that the playpark is still out of use; demolition project becoming protracted and more . DM suggested use of screens to prevent dust and contact Environmental Health Officer at SBC if there are issues.
Electrical supply to houses has yet to be isolated as well as solar panels. 
Actions: letter to Alan Gueldner, Burnfield, 
had been taken out of use by SBC yet demolition works had still not commenced. This has been raised with BHA; a timeline had been given but 4 week duration was not realistic. Fencing had been erected around the site.
There is no available documentation (method statement/plan) on SBC warrant site regarding how the demolition will be effected nor any associated risk assessments re public safety, vehicle movements. BHA to be contacted.

Renewable (Wind, Solar, BESS) Developments
Lauderdale Preservation Group holding a meeting on Friday 29th at 7pm  to garner community support for the Unified Statement of the Community Council Convention that originated in the Highlands.
LPG also looking for bullet points regarding the data centre planned for Longformacus. 
DM reported a number of wind turbine sites being planned.
Sunlaws Development Company has proposed Data Centre Development at Longformacus, Duns. Public consultation dates are:
4th June Longformacus Hall from 1pm to 7 pm
10th June Westruther Village Hall 1pm to 7pm
GW commented on similar data centres in US and strain on public water supplies for cooling the computer hardware in these centres. Concerns also re cooling water discharges and contaminants therein going into reservoirs and waterways.  Edinburgh Council have already verified they will oppose and such developments in their area.
Discussion also surrounded the Community Council Unified Statement and GWCC voted to back the statement.  Letter to be written to Leitholm CC confirming our support against further renewable and data centre developments.
General agreement surrounding the need, in future,  to challenge all renewable and data centre proposals.

“New” Scottish Borders Council Roads Strategy Document
GW questioned JG regarding cost of this new plan. JG replied tatutory requirement that councils produce such strategies  Audit Scotland scrutinise the plans to ensure they deliver best value. SBC sit in bottom quarter of league table due to the condition of their minor roads. It is high level strategic plan that SBC claim to follow but does not get down to detail. Asset report due in the next couple of months and funding needs to be secured to prevent further deterioration.  Further £5M required to meet current requirements.  Roads are not high priority issue with either SG or Westminster.

PLANNING
GD advised late planning application 26/00447 had been submitted and referred to GWCC for consultation. Erection of 2 no dwellinghouses at Land North West Of Thorniedykes Farmhouse, Westruther. Any comments to be forwarded to GWCC for submission by 11th June.
Some further concerns were raised about the Poultry unit planned at Greenknowe re road safety issues.

Police Reports 
Three (3) opportunist thefts of tools, grass-cutting equipment in Westruther on Thursday. Police were informed but could not attend until SUNDAY and then only phoned. Very busy weekend for police that weekend with so many events. Discussion ensued surrounded installation of CCTV/doorbell cameras.
Any queries/information may be addressed to midberwickshireCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk.

Councillors Reports
JG reported on success of Forces Children Poetry Competition.  There are approx. 400 children of service personnel living in the Borders – a change in demographic from days of families following forces personnel on their postings home/overseas.
SBC has dropped Greener Gateway competition as it is a duplication of Scotland in Bloom.
GW asked JG regarding what government allocation of refugees has been made to Scottish Border Council.  JG responded that SBC are taking refugee allocations from UK and Scottish Governments.
AOCB
JH reported issues with Gordon bottle banks overflowing and fly tipping of glass panes. Gordon cemetery gates have been painted….by someone (!)

Date of Next Meeting: Next meeting will be Wed 24th June in Westruther Village Hall. (NOTE: All CC meetings are held on the last Wednesday of each month).

gordonwestruthercc@gmail.com
