Gordon and Westruther Community Council Minutes of Meeting

	Date: 24th June 2025 at 7.00pm
	Venue: Westruther Village Hall

	Present:, Gail Wishart  (Chairman), Bruce Brown (Secretary),Grace Donaldson (Treasurer), Jane Henderson, John Purves, John Tyson

	Apologies:  Ross Jones, Douglas Tweedie

	In Attendance:  Councillor Moffat, Erik Ravaglia, Councillor Greenwell



Chairman GW convened the monthly meeting, welcomed and thanked all for their attendance. 

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
The minutes of the meeting of 27th May had been read by all. Correction required regarding the Jim Clark Rally. It had brought good trade to the Thistle Inn so the event did benefit Westruther. Minutes otherwise approved by GD and seconded by JH.

GORDON ISSUES

Gordon Church Sustainability
BB reported that “first aid” repairs were scheduled to be carried out on the church leaded windows to prevent further degradation”.  To carry out full refurbishment of all windows and stained glass windows would be over £60K, which would have to be closely considered in light of CofS intentions for the building.   
It has come to light that CofS are looking to sell Westruther Glebe, when the current lease expires next May, and likely sequester the funds. There is to be a meeting (21/7/26) of fabric convenors to discuss this. In addition the cost of the new Earlston Manse has escalated given building costs. “121” expect Earlston to pay for the building of the new manse and but will then claim title.
 Gordon Sports Field Group  Recent meeting discussed costs of running the MUGA and Sports Field and the need to build up refurbishment reserves. Given the low level of income generated by the Sports Field, the MUGA would be the principal source of income for the Group. Discussion around charging methods and structure.
Civic Week  (5-11th June)  Went well in spite of weather; “total raised” not available yet.

WESTRUTHER ISSUES
Berwickshire Housing Association Demolition of Edgar Road Houses
GD reported solar panels removed and electric main being isolated. Next week, internal fittings to be removed.
Playpark equipment had been repaired and now fit for use……if play park was opened. BHA have offered to arrange outings for the children to play elsewhere in play parks. The offer was appreciated but it was dependant on individuals’ availability. GW suggested the community consider the offer of help, if convenient, and revert with possible timings.
Afternote: SP Energy Networks were unable to remove the poles during the disconnection works. Pole removal is now scheduled for 6 July 2026. After being made aware of potential bird nests on site, Burnfield have instructed an ecologist to carry out a survey. As a result, demolition plan is slipping as is availability of playpark.
Discussion ensued regarding available developer’s contributions from Edgar Road and best use of funds for the community.  DM and JG reported other communities attempts to secure renewable grants and suggested means of applying for funding. Carol Cook to be contacted re play park funding.

Renewable (Wind, Solar, BESS) Developments
Recent public consultation by Sunlaws Development Company at Westruther Village Hall, on their proposed Data Centre Development at Longformacus was discussed. It was felt the representatives were severely lacking in (or reserved in sharing) technical knowledge on the detailed design of the data centre. Many concerns regarding huge energy usage, pollution of watercourse, noise etc remain unanswered.
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) will have to be carried out. JP outlined various environmental concerns and surprising lack of public awareness around this major development.
Danger exists that government will approve this on the basis of it being essential infrastructure.
DM summarised latest renewable developments being considered in the Borders and added that SBC now had a full complement of planning staff to deal with so many applications. 
General agreement surrounding the need, in future,  to challenge all renewable and data centre proposals.  The public are strongly recommended to make their voices heard and object (or support) such applications via the SBC planning web portal. https://www.scotborders.gov.uk/planning-applications/viewing-planning-application

PLANNING
26/00688/FUL Erection of dwellinghouse with detached garage with workshop
Any comments to be forwarded to SBC Planning.
26/00392/FUL - Spottiswoode House - Conversion of Stables etc
GW, BB and GD had visited this site and discussed issues with Mr Brock. It was felt that a supporting letter should be sent to SBC.

Police Reports 
Three items of interest. Forced entry/theft at Westruther, thefts from van in Westruther and careless driving in Gordon.
Any queries/information may be addressed to midberwickshireCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk.

Councillors Reports
JG reported on Armed Forces week and all council offices to fly the flag.  JG reported recent citizenship ceremonies for 5 settling in Borders..
DM reported police deployment of mobile CCTV cameras and drones for crime detection. Police looking to purchase more cameras.  BB asked DM what planning permissions required for these units. No permissions required.
AOCB
JH reported issues with Gordon bottle banks overflowing again and suspect commercial dumping of bottles.
ER reported two children have moved from Westruther PS so school roll down again.
GD announced official opening of the well (adopted by the PS) in Westruther on Thursday 25th June 1.30pm.

Date of Next Meeting: Next meeting will be Wed 26th Aug in Gordon Village Hall. (NOTE: All CC meetings are held on the last Wednesday of each month).

gordonwestruthercc@gmail.com
