Gordon and Westruther Community Council Minutes of Meeting

	Date: 26th August 2025 at 7.00pm
	Venue: Gordon Village Hall

	Present:, Gail Wishart  (Chairman), Bruce Brown (Secretary),Grace Donaldson (Treasurer), Jane Henderson, John Purves, 

	Apologies:  Douglas Tweedie, John Tyson

	In Attendance:  Councillor Moffat, Erik Ravaglia, Councillor Greenwell, Graeme MacLeod


Chairman GW convened the monthly meeting, welcomed and thanked all for their attendance. 
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
The minutes of the meeting of 24th June had been read by all. Minutes approved by GD and seconded by JH.
GW brought forward the issue of a GWCC website (With GM attending) and went on to explain that it would appear she is unable to continue as Chair as being resident outwith the area, but happy to continue as co-opted member. 
GM outlined the ongoing process of building the informative https://gordonvillage.co.uk/ website and possibility of including GWCC on it. The website is a very useful resource but we have to be mindful of the needs and interests of the Westruther community, so GWCC intend to author their own page which can easily be hyperlinked to the https://gordonvillage.co.uk/ website.  ER is willing to create a GWCC webpage once we secure a suitable domain name. The issue of the Scottish Borders Council CC webpages being hacked in favour of offshore gambling sites was also discussed.

GORDON ISSUES
Gordon Church Sustainability
BB reported that “first aid” repairs were completed on the church leaded windows to prevent further degradation”.  Interim roof repairs and maintenance had also been completed but the issue of the crack in the belfry stonework was outstanding. (Would require extensive scaffolding). The development of a parish profile was in process (with Legerwood, Greenlaw and Earlston as well) in order to possibly attract a minister. The new Earlston Manse was under construction (completion tba).  No further news on sale of Westruther Glebe.
Gordon Sports Field Group  MUGU now completed and open for use; bookable through the https://gordonvillage.co.uk/ website.  The two objections to the lighting poles were discussed; email to MUGA trustees suggesting screening north side of the court.

Gordon Cemeteries (Maintenance of)  JG advised “Old” cemeteries are cut once/year with pathways through. It was suggested working churches surrounded by a cemetery; the grass should be cut, maintained.  JG to consult with Natasha Stockman. There is a meeting with  Natasha Stockman of SBC at the new cemetery on Monday 14th September at 1pm.
GW praised volunteers efforts to improve the condition of the new cemetery but warned of over-reaching SBC bureaucracy in the process. On another note regarding the ongoing speeding through Gordon (in spite of all the signs and dragons’ teeth, and the lack of police resources to enforce same) it was suggested residents of the community might be able to highlight to rush hour traffic (with HiVis, signage and perhaps discussion) the need to adhere to the limit.

GowkFest 339 people attended. Very successful day and fundraising. Good uptake of advance discounted ticket option. All agreed it was a very worthwwhile and well organised event.

WESTRUTHER ISSUES
Berwickshire Housing Association Demolition of Edgar Road Houses
No progress made. Nesting birds moved on. Awaiting availability of contractor.  Discussion and objections to use of contractors from outwith the Borders – how are such contracts awarded? (Glasgow) architects’ choice? How is this competitive?  Similarly with SBC contracts.  JG said contracts above a certain value must go out to tender.  BB raised issue surrounding current independent investigation ongoing into the workings and management of SBC available to view:-
https://www.jaoc.org.uk/scottish-councils-investigation/borders-council
JG and DM to report back at next meeting.
Playpark has been open continuously. Thanks to Mrs Ravaglia for facilitating this.

Renewable (Wind, Solar, BESS, Data Centre) Developments
Longformacus Data Centre. Formal response received from Sunlaws Development to GWCC’s response from public consultation.
GW commended JP’s deep knowledge in subject matter surrounding water, geotechnical conditions and how substantive objections can be made to the planning application for the Longformacus Data Centre.
General agreement surrounding the need, in future,  to challenge all renewable and data centre proposals.  With all planning issues, individual members of the community are strongly recommended to make their voices heard and object (or support) such applications via the SBC planning web portal. https://www.scotborders.gov.uk/planning-applications/viewing-planning-application
BB expressed disappointment to councillors regarding SBC Planning having no objection to Stirches renewable Energy Park south east of Hawick. 

PLANNING
Erection of two dwellinghouses with garages, formation of access and associated works
Land South West Of Hopefield Huntlywood Ref. No: 26/01104/PPP. This is sited on green field area; far exceeding original steading footprint, built for commercial gain, not organic development and now six access points onto the main road A6105.
Vehicular Access Application to drop kerb
10 Glebe Park Gordon  (Already granted)
Ref. No: 26/00998/VAA 
Erection of 4no flood lighting columns
Gordon Tennis Court Kelso Road Gordon Scottish Borders TD3 6JR
Ref. No: 26/00995/FUL  (Noted 2 objections)

Police Reports 
No items of note for Gordon or Westruther.
Any queries/information may be addressed to midberwickshireCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk.

Councillors Reports
JG reported on upcoming Merchant Seamens’ day on 3rd September at 9.30 at SBC. He also reported on issues regarding late emptying of bottle banks throughout the region and problems with the contractor, Viridor.

AOCB
GW added need for cooperation from Democratic services to set up GWCC website
GWCC AGM will be held in October in Westruther, when members will leave/join/be co-opted onto the council. GW and J to be co-opted; ER to be chairman; BB to remain as Secretary.
JH reported crack in stone church gatepost on Manse Road. Responsibility lies with SBC for trees and some boundary walls. To be reported to SBC for assessment / repair options.
Equipment in Gordon Playpark needing cleaned reported by JH. Ref Natasha Stockman.
Whiteknowes Old Farmhouse:  GWCC asked to corroborate vacant status of this property for the past 10 years to validate claim for VAT exclusion.
ER reported concerns about falling Westruther PS school roll. Some children going to Lauder. Again, BHA Edgar Road house allocation faulted for not prioritising young families.
Lack of public transport in Westruther discussed.  No provision by SBC for even occasional service to/from shopping. JG remarked most passengers have transport entitlement and bus company only get 57% of fare value so Westruther service not commercially attractive.

Date of Next Meeting: Next meeting will be Wed 30th September in Gordon Village Hall. (NOTE: All CC meetings are held on the last Wednesday of each month).

gordonwestruthercc@gmail.com
